
Pentecost 2021

Dear Friends,

The post-Easter season draws to a close with the Ascension – the remembrance of Jesus’ departure 
from the world, leaving his disciples to continue the work that he had begun. 

Each of the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection affirm that he then returned to God, 
from whom he had first come.  The revelation of God as a God of love who creates and sustains life in all
its myriad forms is the proclamation of good news for all creation.

As Christians, we celebrate the new life offered to us in Christ: the resurrection of Jesus is the evidence 
of God’s power to defeat even death itself, and to offer to each person the promise of life in fullness 
now, and life without end in the coming kingdom of God.

The Ascension did however leave the first disciples with a dilemma – what were they to do now?  Who 
would lead them, and show them what God expects of them?   We can imagine their dismay, and their 
confusion, their anxieties and doubts, when Jesus left them for a second time.   Suddenly they find 
themselves given the responsibility for continuing the mission that Jesus began: the work of the 
kingdom, to reveal God’s truth to all the world.

Go into the world, and make disciples of all nations, Jesus says at the end of Matthew’s Gospel; but how 
are they, and we, to make disciples of Christ?  Words are surely not enough. Our own abilities are surely 
not enough. Like those first disciples and apostles, we might be daunted by the thought of what is 
expected of us, but like them, we know that we are not left to complete the task alone.

Jesus promised his followers that he would send another helper, once he was no longer in the world.  At
Pentecost, we celebrate and give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit, the one who completes God’s 
three-fold nature, and who is given to us as the church to enable and enliven us in our sharing of God’s 
mission in the world, bring good news to those in need, and testifying to the love of God in our actions, 
sharing the gifts that God has given.

The Holy Spirit is our advocate, our guide, our inspiration – and also the power of God to disturb and 
agitate, to stir us up when we risk becoming complacent, satisfied, and apathetic.   The Spirit blows 
where it will, and none of us can direct its purpose:  the Spirit can shake the foundations of the church, 
and can make all things new; for it is the creative and re-creative power of God that blows around us 
and through us.

It is perhaps then no coincidence that this year’s General Assembly opens on the weekend of Pentecost, 
and that many changes are proposed to continue the reform of the Church, unsettling  and challenging 
its members – us – to respond with faith and confidence in God’s purpose to renew and reshape the 
body of Christ for the age in which we live.  

May the Spirit come upon us, and renew us for service to God in love and grace, in Jesus’ name, to all 
the world, and its many peoples.

with prayer and blessing

Alan


